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likc: "lllilll lirr;rlly lt'lticvctl thc
rlh:rrruii sl;rlc lrc ltittl hcctl scckirrg:rll
ntorttittg: alt ithsrrtpliott tlf ltis <trvtt

bcirrg irittr llre vcry acl oI rlrivirtg llt:rl
ex:tcily trrirlcltctl llis hotly's 1h51rtp'
tiorr inlrr llre t:rhtic tlf llte c:rl; :r hirr

nrccltatticill ttttirtn lltal ntarle tyes'
windscreetrs, tvlteels, lcgs, ltrtlrr-
clratser fliElrl trtccltirttisrrr.. "

Nivclthilcss, sigrrific;rrlt cltrtttks oI
lhis story -.- ilntl all of scvctal olltcts
,-' nle well rvritlcn and rcllcctivc.
"'lhe Noltce Prize," nry favourile, is

blillianl froln slarl to finish. lt is

ahortl l)anlrY. a crack atldiclctl hlack
rrrarr wlro is wrrlttgly itlrptisorlcd [rtr it
naedonhile lane rnd nttttdcl.
' Wili Self ii not farned for dis;rp'
provinp of drugs or for wriling nrotal-
Ity tates and yet he nrakcs l)anrty'-s
dipcnderrce ippear tragic, sottlid,
dciperate and self-tlcfealing- lt is

only when l)anrry decidcs to d(, wilh-
orri drrrgs that Self allows hirn trr
blossorrr, physically alrd ilrtclleclrrirlly.

"Ftytopia;' nratle my skin crawl (all
of tltise- slories ltave a rlisgrrslirrg
edge, and are nol for the stlrr:amish).
Brii one cart lcarn sonrelhirrg fiont
plunthing lhe tlePlhs.' 

AnrI 'rl'lytopii" is very, vcry gtxrtl.
Weird, wrindirfirl, inlaginative arrtl

tlrought provoking, il is atrottl lrow
,ru" irati nttrl lltc insecls arotrnd lritn
nrnke thc lrartsitiort frttnl ctrnflict lo
rcconciliation.

'l'he dust-iackel calls lhis "a nasly'
hcarllcss coirtpenrlitlrrt tlf lhe ntutltly
foteshore anti the abysnral dcpths o{
lhc lrrtrttan psychc." For ttttce, lhc
dtrst-jtckel is l(Xl pcr-cclll :lccrllitlc

I)tnw Koghtnt is a fi*'lnnrt itnonoli*
tni rtitir'.

1-!I
I u, always gralefrrl whcn illl

arrlhor allowi nre to feel slrongly
aboul a characler. Alrd CherYl
Irtoskowitz has given nle nruch cause

for gratiltrde in i'Wyorrring'Iiail."

l-alrsolulely loatlrcd larn, a grt-
snroking, free-spirited Jewish-Anrcri-
can dritor who dorrinales altrtosl
everv nflpe of this fine first novel lhat
t<ict<i ittln the Swingirrg Sixlies.

To tell you exacilY whY I lourrd
t.eon so hatefirl would bc lo give
awry l(ro tntrclt o[ the plol. lrt's irrsl
say ihat, thrrrrgh he's a hrrshrnd and
talher, fanrily lifc is not one of I ron's
Driorities; anrl, while hc's brrsy he ing
i'lrue lo himselt," he fails trr he lltte
atrout hinrsetf. Ilis wife aud kids are

te ft in llre dark aborrt solnelhing
prclly nrajor lor years alrd years until
it is 6verrtrrally rlioppcd, like a bonrb-
slrell, on thiir darrghter I:rancitte,
llrrough wltont the tale is lold

"Yirrr father is crazy," were lltc
lasl words l:rancine ever lteard lter
grantlpa utlcr. -I-he trld rnln hit the
nail on lhe lread.

()n otre occasion, lcon tclls l;ran-
cirtc: "You havc laken the orrly llring
I ever lovcd attd tttlw y(lu are goilrg to
rlcntive rrle agilill lty yorrt going. I
have alrcady iricd a snrrll pool o[
lcnrs brrt it'is only lhe hegintring of
llre occatr I still hlve to weeP."

(iivctr llxtt - accrtrdirrg lo ltint -lhe nrtlv llrinq rh:rl l.eon has evcr
l,,vcd is trol liancirle (ot rrry of his
offspring), and given llral hc blitntes

lllil Self: nuSgcls from lhe dePlhs

Francine for for lhe krss of lhe tlnly
krvcd thing, wlry will hcr departure
conlributc-to ltis reasons for crying
on an Atlanlic or I'acific scale?

"Clary" is Putting it rniltllY.
l;rartcirte - an flchi,rglY neerlY

rladdv's sirl - is flrwetl trut like;rhlc,
an.l a irert st(rtyleller. She suhlly
euides ;s lhrorrgli hcr lifc - child-
Irxrd, arlolescence, cottlillg-of-agc, a

nrove fronr the (lS lo the lJK, Iron's
allcnrDls to inslrll lltcln in a colll-
nrrrne, arrd cttllntlcss rrlhcr cxpcli-
ences -- rrrd kepl ltris rearlcr rivcletl
willr a {ftrw of sttlpriscs.

'lalkirrg abrtttl srtlptises' I clrjoyctl
nrosl of l-ire slotics irt Will Sclfs ncw
book. As tlre kintl o[ fenlalc wlro
Iirrds nrascrllilte obscssitlns titcsrtttle,
I featetl [torn lhe tttlrcho tille llrnt tlre
enlirc colteclit)n wottl(l hore rne rigirl'

ln [act, "t)csigrr Iiirllts in lhe
Vrrlvo ?(r0 'l'urlxi' rlitl. I fi:rrnd it
s()potiIic, sclf-intlulgclll ntttl coltt-
nlclclv noittlless.' As'fi,r lhc tille slotY, t carr live
rvilltottt nrclctttirtttsly latltlish arrtl
esscrrlitlly nlc:lllirrgl('ss scrilrlrlirrg,s

lohn f liatrrortrl J brxrk, "('l
Brt'otrse (irrturrLr (irt (iutrcr
Tixr..." is ptiltli:hcl I'r' I"'r'
ntillion at t6.99 unl ntt 1t7 99
os sttt11"i itt tnn Jtutt'I0 rr'tir'rr'

Leon the pig ancl a number of
other reprehensible tYpes
Ily l)rrNt t Ktlt;ttnlt,r


