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Arrrra Shapiro, a hackcttc wirh a lryJxxhorxlria<
husl:and anrJ lxr scx lifc to spcak of, tlccirlcs
to commit adultcry for rcscarch purltoscs.
Crn womcn have rffairs purcly for scxuel
plcasurc? Anna tcsts out this thcory on a c(N-
mctic surgcon, en :rtrartivc c()llcaguc end r
han<Jsonrc nran shc mccts at a furrcral. Iltrt
rcally, shc still lovcs hcr hustrantl - a nrrn
struggling witlr thc lcftovcr cffccts of his tlcrrl
Jcwish rnothcr. Robust, cxplicit arrtl sprttcrcd
with fairly appalling languagc, this is rrcvcr-
tlrclcss a trcmcnrlrnrsly funny, colourful arrtl
gripping rcad. Mictrele Hansul

TheTalkof theToum

hfudalO'Harlon
ScepbeLI0(2aapp)

***t

Sttrcly rrot atr<xhcr <lu<l first novcl hy a trcnrly
corucdianJ Wcll, rro, lx.clusc ()'t hnlorr - bcst
knorvn for his surrcal stalrcl-rrp rorrtirrc anl his
p(,rtrirral <r[ rJirrr l)ougal in tbc latltcr'l'cd
serics - is also lrlcsrd rvirlr a gcrruinc litcrary
trrlcnt. I:lucntlv u'rittcn anrl crccllcntly crxr-
\rru(r(1li I ha ftlh ol tln ['on,n is sctii
lrclantl il rlrc carly Eiglrtics, u'hcn thc novcl's
a.krlcsccrrt arrti-hcro, Patrick Scully, is in hig
troublc. Scrrlly is a liar, a loscr and a drunk.
No nrattcr how hard hc tria, lrc en't run away
frrxn thc nrcss hc's rnarlc of his life. A funny,
nroving anrJ finally horrifying talc- Harry Ritchie

rr;'*rlt^; ItrtrFYR*Li i byt\aHanagan

i ]i. i Wanrerl5.ee(18tup)
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Aftcr a sorncwhat rlisapJrcinting li{c, I;crgus
and l;lora havc rctircrl to Sus*x. Fcrg,us plays
golf arrd attcnds obscssivcly to his salt-watcr
aqrrarium, Flora trscd to lovc lrirn, now shc
tolcratcs hinr. 'l'hcir only chikl dicd at birth.
Ostcnsibly, thc story of a long-suffcring wi[c,
this sccnrs to hc nrorc thc tragic talc o[ a sad
nran, drivcn to ultinratc dcspair hy thc nrass
dcath of his hclovcrl tropical fish. In this mov-
irrg atrrl convincing hurk, I larragarr dcscrihcs
lrrinrrtcly and w'ith gcntlc hurn{)ur thosc
domcstic rlcrails and cvcnts which makc for a
quictly tornrcntctl rctircmcnt. Poppy Davidson

ilo lcase on Lifu
byLynrnTillnnn
Sec*er[9.99079pp)
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-l-his 
is a cortrscatitrg 24-hour chrorriclc (rf

squalor and moral frrry irr a Ncw York ncigh-
[xxrrhrxxl. Lrntlkrrds igrrorc thc crackhcads in
thc lrall antl m()rons thr()w g,rrbagc cans
arotrtrtl at tlawn. [:liz.ahcth, a proofrcaclcr,
spcnds hcr Iifr in tcthing par;uxria rrr rhc thirrgs
ctnrnrittcrJ in this arrti-srrial socicty. t{oy, hcr
pa.tnrr, cscxl)cs frrn tlrc rlclrunranising urban
nig,lrtnrarc irrto slccp; irrsomrrilc Elizahcth
ttrccts her t()rnlcnt()rs hc,trl r.lr. I-lrc rrrrralivc
is sJrrirrklctl with iokcs rvhosc lrlack sprrkL:
counterpoirrts thc tlcsolrtirxt of tllc strfrts.
l;urrny, apprllirrg, a tour lc {orca. Sophie Hunter

Dayof Atonment
byJayRayner
Black Swan !6.99 (412pp)

***

'Likc all srrcccss storics tlris (trrc stans with i
dcr<l clrickcn' - rvhich is rnarlc irrto thc sriulr
rvhich. r fcw yt'rrs lrtcr, rrrrkcs e f<rrtrrrrc for
Sollr errtl J\lrl (Solorrrorr ar)(l Il()scs), trr.o riice
lxrys fronr F-Jgrvrrrc rvho rrrcct dtrring thc
Jcwislr Ncrv Ycrr. I hcy lruihl rrr crrrlrirc orrt
o( frst frxxl anrl kitchcn*.arc, nrlrry happily
hut lrcgin to losc t<xrch rvith the crrcrgics that
fucllcd thcir carccrs. Soll.v gcts hcavily into
cocainc, smokcs crack in Ncrv York, smuggles
drugs and scrvcs tirnc- A black conrc<ly of
husincss lifc in the'fhatchcr ycars, this is
sharp, cru<le antl ovcr-rhc'tr4r. Dorothy Power

WyomingTrail
byCherylMmkowih
Granta 19.99 (234pp)

***

Scattlc, 1969: Francirrc's f:rtlrcr is onc of rhc
'thousrnds of othcr gr()wn-up pcoplc' who
fecls young rgairr, lcavcs lris wifc antl kitls,
In()vcs to Lonrlon whcrc cvcri'thing's'Hro()vy',
thcrr bcck<nrs tlrc fanrily to ioirr hirn. I;rirncinc's
strlxcqucrrt strugglc to finrl a fethcr fig,urc irr
this kcorly sclfish (and inrrnirculatcly clrarvn)
plcasurc-scckcr forrrrs tlr corc of this thrnrght-
{ul first novcl. I\ftrrc, thank[ully, than jusr

.tx)thcr srnc-kid-witlr-hippylarcnts hxrk, it's r
truthful rrrd tlisturhilrg cxpkrrition of thc wiry
rccklcss, of[-hantl p;rrentin g pro(hlers nintlcss
atrrl cntotionelly chaotic pcoplc. Fiona Gray

crcn lor inrerml tuBx.r) i, .csokt
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Valleyof the llolls
byJacryelineSuunn
Wanpr Boola 15.99 (467pp)

**

ln 1968, this evid accorrrrt of hitclrirrcss, [retr,r1.,rl
rrrrl pill-pr4rlring slrot to thc top o[ thc hcst-


